VILLAGE OF BIG BEND 2011 

NEWSLETTER

A NOTE FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE –The Village now has a website.  Visit us at www.villageofbigbend.com. The Clerk’s Office is open Monday through Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. and 7:00 am to 3:30 pm on Friday.  Just a reminder that dog licenses for 2012 can be renewed at this time.  All dogs 5 months and older need to be licensed.  The fee is $10.00 for spayed or neutered dogs, otherwise $15.00. Proof of rabies shots and expiration date is needed. If licenses are purchased after April 1st there will be a $5.00 late fee added.  Bicycle licenses are available for $3.00, which is good for the life of the bike.  The 2012 Spring Primary, if needed, is on February 21, 2012, and the Spring Election is April 7, 2012.   Remember, you will need to be registered before you can vote.  Registration can be done in the Clerks office during regular business hours, by mail prior to the elections, and on the day of election.  Please bring along your drivers license and proof of residence. Please don’t forget to exercise your right to vote.  There will be three Trustee seats and Village President up for election.  If you are interested in running for office, nomination papers can be picked up at the Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.  Papers must be returned by 5:00 pm on January 3, 2012.  If you have any questions, please call 262- 662-2747.
A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER’S OFFICE - Tax collection hours will be Monday - Friday 8 am-3 pm, with the exception of Tuesday December 20th and Thursday December 29th until 7:30 pm. The office will close at noon on Christmas Eve and be closed on Christmas Day. The tax bills can also be placed in the secured drop box located at the front of the Village Hall (right of the doors). Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if a receipt is needed. Tax bills received after 3:00 pm on December 31st will be posted in January. The Citizens Bank of Mukwonago (Clark St branch ONLY) will also be taking payment of taxes of the exact amount or the exact amount of the first payment—LOBBY ONLY. Their hours are Monday - Thursday 8:30 am-5 pm, Fridays until 6pm and Saturdays until noon. They will close at noon on Christmas Eve, closed Christmas Day, and December 31st close at 3 pm. All checks should be payable to Treasurer, Village of Big Bend.
A NOTE FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT - As in the past, we continue to ask for your help in detecting and preventing crime.  Please report any suspicious activities immediately to the 24-hour dispatch line at 262-662-2311.  The Village Police Department offers many services to our residents besides the typical ‘police duties’,  such as house/business checks while you are out of town, proper fitting of bike helmets and child car seats, and a ‘business watch’ program, to name a few  – please call our non-emergency number of 262-662-3782 or e-mail us at police@villageofbigbend.com to find out more.  We also encourage all interested parties to join us on the second Tuesday of each month for the Crime Prevention Committee.
BIG BEND MUNICIPAL COURT is held the 2nd Monday of each month at 5:30 pm.  If you should need further assistance, please call 262-662-4218. 

A NOTE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS - The dumpsters for December, January and February have been eliminated. Dumpsters will be available March through November on the third Saturday from 8:00am - 1:00pm. BRING YOUR DUMP CARD.   Remember to set garbage cans on your driveway, not in the road during the winter months. This makes storm cleanup easier for everyone.  Yard waste may be handled differently next year, watch for notices. Public Works Commission meeting are held monthly at the Village Hall. 
A NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY—The staff of the Big Bend Library would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our resident and non-resident patrons who use the library.  We are here to help you with your library needs in any way we can.  Our weekly story hours are very popular this fall with a big increase in attendance.  Visit us on our web page:  www.bigbend.lib.wi.us/ for the may services we provide or phone: 262-662-3571.
A NOTE FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT-Wow, how time flies! Just one year ago we were scrambling, trying to get this newly formed fire department set up and ready to run calls. On December 18, 2010, as fate would have it we had a working fire the first night. It was a mutual aid house fire in Vernon and everything ran very smoothly, and since then we have responded to 119 fire and rescue calls to date. At this time our membership is at 50 members, right where we were anticipating it to be at this time, and our overall response to fire and EMS call has been outstanding!

I would like to thank all of the village residents who came out to support us over this past year; it has just been overwhelming! Our biggest fundraiser of the year was a fish fry that was done the Friday night before the truck and tractor pull. We fed around 500 people, and everyone said it was outstanding, so get ready for another one in the springtime around Easter. We are always looking for dedicated men and women, so if you are over 18 and looking for an exciting way to help people and get involved in your community, the Big Bend Fire Department may be for you! Get your application today by applying on line at the villageofbigbend.com, or at the Big Bend Village Hall. Put all of your thoughts and talents to great use and make a difference in someone’s life, it can be a very rewarding life changing experience! 

On behalf of the Big Bend Fire Department I would like to wish all of you a very safe and blessed holiday season!

SIBYLL YUG MEMORIAL MUSEUM.  – The Sibyll Yug Memorial Museum was dedicated in July of 1981 as a living memorial in honor of Sibyll Yug. Sibyll was born and raised here and served as Big Bend Village Clerk for over 30 years.  She donated many of her family heirlooms to begin a museum because she felt it was important to preserve the area history for generations to come.  Sibyll’s Great-grandparents Aaron and Elvira Putnam founded Big Bend.  Aaron’s brother Prucuis was one of the four founding fathers of Vernon.  Sibyll’s family tree is widely spread throughout the communities of Big Bend and Vernon.  The museum is dedicated to preserve our Big Bend and Vernon history.   It has grown through the years and continues to collect memorabilia from artifacts, photos, newspaper clippings, to name a few.  The museum shares its historical collection with the Big Bend Library through research assistance, vertical files, and chronological binders.  The museum display case is located at the Big Bend Village Hall.  Research assistance is available and donations can be made to the museum by calling Nancy Diehn at 262-662-2135, Big Bend Village Hall at 262- 622-2747, or Big Bend Village Library at 262- 662-3571.

 MUNICIPAL MEETINGS

Village Board meetings are every 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm.  They can also be viewed on cable channel 25.  Plan Commission meetings are every 4th Thursday at 7:00 pm.  Public Safety is every 4th Monday at 3:30 pm.
Celebration:  The Celebrations Committee is a new committee formed in July of 2010.  The mission of the committee is to promote family/community activities using our beautiful park.  Proceeds from the activities go for park improvements.  They held two events last year, a Welcome to the new Fire Department and the Rumble by the River, a truck and tractor pull.  Both events were a huge success. The Rumble was so successful, that they have decided to do it again next year.  However, they are in need of volunteers for the event.  If you are interested please go to their website at www.bigbendpull.com or call the Clerk’s office at 262-662-2747 or Karen Schnitzler 
262-662-4393 for more information.  The committee is also putting together a Farmers Market. See the website for all the latest details. 

